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University Mourns Loss of Community Leader
George Fox University lost a significant friend with the passing of Joan Austin on June 5.

Austin, a philanthropist who, with husband Ken, was a generous supporter of the 
university, died in her sleep at the age of 81.

The Austins regularly bring the Oregon Symphony to George Fox, and their gift of 
land made possible the construction of the Austin Sports Complex. Both were recently 
on campus for the groundbreaking of Stoffer Family Stadium.

In Newberg, Joan was the driving force behind the creation of The Allison Inn & Spa 
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B R U I N  N O T E S   ca mp u s  ha p p en in gs

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / News Bits / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
RecenT RecOgnITIOn

In April, psychology professor 
Mark McMinn was presented 
the Christian Association for 
Psychological Studies’ high-
est honor, the Distinguished 
Member Award, at the CAPS 

International Conference in Portland. 

Dean of Student Services 
Bill Buhrow was selected 
president of the Christian 
Association for Psychological 
Studies at the organization’s 
annual International Conference 
in April. 

In May, Michelle Hughes was 
named recipient of Westmont 
College’s annual Bruce and 
Adaline Bare Outstanding 
Teacher Award for the social 
sciences. Hughes, an assistant 

professor of education at Westmont, is currently 
enrolled in George Fox University’s doctor of educa-
tion program.

The university was named to the 2012-13  
Colleges of Distinction list by CollegesofDistinc
tion.com. The online guide recognizes institutions for 
demonstrated excellence in four categories: engaged 
students, great teaching, vibrant campus communi-
ties and successful graduate outcomes. 

History professor Paul Otto 
was awarded a one-month 
Anthony N. B. and Beatrice 
W. B. Garvan Fellowship in 
American Material Culture at the 
Library Company of Philadelphia. 
He will conduct research during parts of June and 
July for an article with the working title “Trading 
in Wampum: Manufacturers and Merchants in the 
Eighteenth Century.”

In April, the Graduate Department of Counseling 
received a Mutual of America Foundation 
Community Partnership Award for its work with 
Community Services Northwest and The Wellness 
Project. The department received the award for sup-
plying student interns to the organization, which 
provides free counseling services for the community.

In PrInT

Professor Emeritus of History 
Ralph Beebe has authored his 
first fiction book, titled Cousins 
at War: A Civil War Novel. The 
novel follows two cousins who 
grew up together on the same 
farm then fought on opposite 
sides during the Civil War.

Religious studies professor Paul Anderson’s lat-
est book, Following Jesus – The Heart of Faith and 
Practice, is on schedule to be published this summer 
by Barclay Press. The book will feature a collec-
tion of essays, both old and new, on the essence of 
Christian discipleship. 

English professor Melanie Mock’s essay, “Why 
Christians Like Me Should Listen to Critiques of 
Evangelical Adoption,” was published in a recent 
issue of The Nation. Also, her articles “Making 
Yourself ‘Fit’” and “Don’t Seat the 4/4” appeared 
in the March and February issues, respectively, of 
Inside Higher Ed. 

School of Education faculty Eloise Hockett, Linda 
Samek and Scot Headley had an article published 
in the winter edition of the International Christian 
Community for Teacher Education Journal 
titled “Cultural humility: A 
framework for local and global 
engagement.”

Three of English professor Ed 
Higgins’ poems were featured 
in the recently published World 
Haiku Anthology on War, Violence 
and Human Rights Violation. 

Last year faculty from the 
School of Education published 
a book titled Faithful Education: 
Themes and Values for Teaching, 
Learning, and Leading. The book 
presents nine biblical themes in 
essays authored by George Fox 
professors who share personal 

accounts of how these themes shaped their practice 
in education. 

English professor Abby Rine’s article, “The Pros and 
Cons of Abandoning the Word ‘Feminist,’” was pub-
lished in the May issue of The Atlantic.

By the Numbers
The number of weeks religious stud-
ies professor Paul Anderson will 
lecture and work with students and 
faculty at the University of Nijmegen 
in the Netherlands thanks to a 

Fulbright Specialist Award. Anderson will spend 
two weeks at the university this summer and 
four weeks next summer, lecturing on models 
of leadership in the New Testament, gospel 
traditions and a “Fourth 
Quest for Jesus,” mak-
ing use of the Gospel 
of John.

In addition to his 
Fulbright travels, 
Anderson will keep 
busy this summer 
with speaking engagements around the world, 
including lecturing at the Society of Biblical 
Literature International Meeting at St. Andrews, 
Scotland, and at the Friends Association of 
Higher Education’s annual conference at 
Malone University in Canton, Ohio. 

The percentage of 
engineering gradu-
ates from the 2011 
and 2012 classes that 
either gained employ-

ment in the field or are currently attend-
ing graduate school. Among the companies 
employing these graduates are Boeing, Mentor 
Graphics, Tektronix, Micro Systems Engineering, 
Columbia Helicopters, Lattice Semiconductor, 
Intel, Fluke, Teradyne, Daimler, the U.S. Navy 
and ESCO.

The number of Ford Family 
Foundation scholarship recipients 
that are bound for George Fox 
University in the fall – more than any 
other private university in the state. 

The highly competitive scholarship was created 
to assist students who would find it difficult to 
obtain a college degree without assistance. 
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Champagne has visited 20 countries, and 
has studied a semester abroad in both 
England and Israel. She intends to build a 
home and life in a developing country.

From age 8, Deborah (Ross) Champagne knew she would live and work in a 
developing country. By 11, she’d narrowed it down to India – until she visited 
in 2007. “I realized I can’t eat their food,” she says, laughing. “This was a pretty 
serious impediment.”

This speed bump on her fast track overseas threw her. “I came back 
freaking out, until I realized I was still called in the same direction. I was 

swimming under my own strength for so long that I’d forgotten how 
to float and let God take me along.”

When family finances forced Champagne to drop out of school 
as a third-year English major, she saw the second speed bump  
as a God-given opportunity to reconsider her goals. A year later 

she began another three years of school, this time as a  
biology major.

“I always wanted to do ‘sort-of ’ missions,” she says, “I 
want to connect with people relationally and invest in their 
lives, before hopefully reaching beyond that and investing 
in their souls as well. Medicine allows me to do that.”

With a biology degree under her belt, Champagne is 
again on the fast track; Duke University accepted her 
into its accelerated nursing program. Of the 700 who 

applied, she is among 75 who made it in. Students 
who finish well may transition into Duke’s 

master’s program to be a family nurse 
practitioner. Once licensed as a nurse 

practitioner, Champagne and her 
husband intend to go overseas, 

where she hopes to open an inde-
pendent practice or join an existing 

clinic or hospital. Either way, she says, “I’ll have 
a skill I can use to support myself and connect 
with those around me.”

Ministry Through Medicine
For Deborah Champagne, a  

medical degree isn’t about  

making money – it’s about  

making a difference
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Growing up in a bilingual 
family in Portland, Ore., 
Nguyen’s imagination 
was fed by a mixture of 
Disney animation and 
Asian action movies.

“I can’t do a movie of my whole imagination,” 
Toby Nguyen says. “But I can do photos.” 

Flowing dresses. Brilliant flowers entan-
gled in curling tresses. Striking makeup. 
Fairy dust. 

Yet Nguyen’s photos don’t stop at soft-
focus fairy tales. Style sharpens their edge 
– and caught the eye of magazine editors 
before Nguyen graduated from George 
Fox this spring. Italian Vogue and Portland 

Monthly are among the publications that have 
spotlighted the young photographer who does 

not yet have his own studio; his dad will help 
him build it this summer. With or without a studio, 

Toby Nguyen Photography is already a bona fide 
business.

“I love it that you can pursue your passion and 
get paid for it,” says the art major. His passion began 
as a pastime a few years ago. A friend asked him to 

shoot her senior photos, and he pushed her to do 
something that showed personality. “She wanted 
to be a fairy, and we went from there,” he says. 
Soon others asked for portraits, and then wedding 
photography. “That’s when I thought, ‘Whoa, this 
is legit. People like my photography, so I need to 
pursue this.’

“I’m young, and have a lot to learn. Just because 
I get featured in magazines doesn’t mean I know 
about life. Before any of this, I thought I’d finish 

school, find a job, settle down. Now I want to do 
something in the world that will be known. This 
is a God-thing. I feel like he brought me here.”

Photo Lens my phouS84 692.3819 w. H  0 -124 TD[ (an F)10(fairyDJus)]TJT 0 0 0  scn /GS1 gs /T1_1 1 Tf 0.02 Tw121 0 0 24 402.84 37.13819 Tm (Toby Nguyet’sconceptgual )Tj 0 -15333 TD  photographu ctchest the eye 
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Even as her body pinballed between 
trees down a 40-foot canyon, Mary 
Owen refused to scream. The urge 

to do so would come later.
It was 4 a.m. and the temperature in 

the 20s when Owen’s free fall mercifully 
came to an end at the 4,500-foot-mark of 
Mt. Hood. With her leg gashed and pep-

pered with splinters, her knee numb with 
nerve damage and her ankle severely 
sprained, Owen came to a somber real-
ization: This is where people freeze to 
death.

The thought didn’t terrify her. Nor 
did she resign herself to believing her 
life of 23 years was over. But as an edu-

cated climber, she knew this was how 
many a mountaineer met their fate. Just 
hours before, the George Fox senior had 
embarked on a journey to summit the 
mountain – a quest that had eluded her 
for three years. Ever since a bad experi-
ence on Hood while hiking the 2,660-
mile Pacific Crest Trail in 2010, she want-

Footprints 
in the 
Snow 

Mary Owen found 
herself injured and 
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A L U M N I  c O N N E c T I O N S   n ews  & l i fe  events

G	 Traditional graduate
n	 Traditional nongraduate
MA	 Master of arts
MS	 Master of science
MAT	 Master of arts in teaching
DMgt	 Doctor of management
MB/T1_3 1 Tf 0.005 Tw -3 -1.312 Td (DMgt)Tj ET BT /Span <</ActualText (þÿ�	)>>BDC  0 0 0  scn /GS0 gs /T1_4 /T1__4 1 n 24ga4aT1_g(l 173.4604 740.9674 cm /C00einess administraf 8 8.6992 Tm (Doctor of management)Tj 0.327 0.374 0.289  scn /GS1 gs /T1GFE3 1 Tf 0.005 Tw -3 -1.312 Td (MS)Tj ET BT /Span <</ActualText (þÿ�	)>>BDC  0 0 0  scn /GS0 gs /T1_4 1 Tf 024.781  ET8 0 8 54 201.1792 Tm 1.434 -2.624 Td ( )Tj EMC8 250BT /T1_GeorGe	4ErGe	4 Evangelicscnw0 gs /T1_4 1 Tf 024.781  ET8 0 8 54 201.1792 Tm 1.434 -27 0.37uS1 gs /T1_3 1 Tf 0.005 Tw -3 -1.312 Td (MB/T1_3 1 Tf 0.005 Tw -3 -1.31Div)1_1 1 Tfaness adi 313 C  06j EMC  ET BTcEMC  ETao0i0 12 410.4895 729.979 Tm ( )Tj /T1_2 1 Tf 1.03052(þÿ�c)434 -2.624 2ii8 0 0 8 78 201.1792 Tm (Traditional graduate)Tj 0.327 0.374 0.289  scn /GSgs /T1_3 1 Tf 0.005 Tw -3 -1.312 Td 4 426.80j ET BT /Span <</ActualText (þÿ�	)>>BDC  0 0 027 15n /GS0 gs /T1_4 1 0 0   54 201.1792 Tm 1.434 -2.624 Td ( )Tj EMC8 250BT /T1_GeorGe	4ErGe	4 EvaEc)>>BDC  /T1_13 1 Tf 0.005 Tw -3 -1.312 Td (13.Ge	4 Evd 0 0 8 78 201.1792 Tm (Traditional graduate)Tj 0.327 0.374 0.289  scn /GS1 gs /T1_3 1 Tf 0 Tc 0 Tw -70 963 CG)Tj ET BT /Span <</ActualText (þÿ�	)>>BDC  0963 CG
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A L U M N I  c O N N E c T I O N S   n ews  & l i fe  events

viously was an estate planning and probate 
attorney in Eugene, Ore. 

Nate Bodenstab (G04) last year received 
a PhD in computer science and artifi-
cial intelligence from Oregon Health & 
Science University and now is manager of 
research at Nuance Communications in 
Burlington, Mass. The multinational com-
puter software technology corporation pro-
vides speech and imaging applications. His 
research is focused on automatic speech 
recognition, the artificial intelligence 
behind voice interaction with computers.

Nathanael Iwata (G04), a video game design-
er and illustrator in Vancouver, Wash., had 
a new book published in June: Steampunk 
Alphabet. Intended for children, it blends 
Victorian aesthetics and sci-fi wizardry 
as each letter is presented, each with a 
four-line children’s rhyme, plus footnotes 
for adults. The father of three says he was 
inspired by “pretty lame” picture books he 
was sharing with his own children, and he 
blended futuristic themes with the old fash-
ioned. He occasionally teaches animation 
at George Fox.

David Panther (G04) graduated last June 
from Loma Linda Medical University in 
California and now is in residency in der-
matology and practicing at Loma Linda 
University Medical Center. He finished 
first in his class through his second year 
and as a senior was selected by the dean’s 
office to serve as a voting member of the 
Academic Review Committee. 

Elizabeth (Carlson) Comfort (G01, MBA04) 
in February accepted a position as the 
first chief10. and heenommunica Wasturi1ymt/T1_3 1end as a seMduatee1_3dtheHhief10.s0.0hbcoon as rr0md asommunicst
Calutough(2ast June )Tjys he wi1, MB04) 
Calutough(2ast June )Ti1, MB04f td he) 

Elizabeth (Carl14.96 planninJT* tual7.7s 0 8.5 141.8347 225.3622 Tm ( (G01,97.266rl14.96 plannin1.4MEd05Feb )Tj an-10 eightoma Lind09ted a positice Univj 0.02 tsicsmfirts a spnd heetty la(Calut ugh(2ast June )Ti7.7rdrlingtond )Fe i0 Tce to s in resiRoseburg-ba* (r.7rdrFamiat Foul Ct)Tj.ittee. a PhD ia Eugenealut ugh(5 90utegs ro)4.96 platOo8oEg110.52ife8er
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Benjamin Friesen (G02) and Angela (Nichols) 

Friesen (G03), a boy, John Armstrong, Jan. 
30, 2013, in Hillsboro, Ore.

Matthew Rider (G02) and Shannon (Boland) 

Rider (G02), a boy, Lincoln Matthew, March 
21, 2012, in Portland. 

Kelly (Bilinski) Arispe (G03) 
and Sergio Arispe, a boy, 
Santiago Adrian, July 25, 
2012, in Boise, Idaho.  

Nate 

Bodenstab 
(G04) and 
Sharon 
Bodenstab, 
twin boys, 
Max Irving and Theo Callnan, Feb. 20, 2012, 
in Dover, N.H.

Christy (Miller) Rummel (G04) and Tobin 

Rummel (G04), a girl, Esther Emily, Dec. 24, 
2012, in Corvallis, Ore.

Valerie (Plowhead) Parks (G06) and Matt 
Parks, a girl, Hannah Elizabeth, Oct. 18, 
2012, in Corvallis, Ore.

Christina (Maguire) Schiedler 
(G05, MAT06) and Kevin 

Schiedler (G06), a boy, 
Liam Christopher, Sept. 
26, 2012, in Salt Lake City. 

Sam Craven (G07) and 

Stephanie (Skelton) Craven 
(G07), a girl, Evelyn Jane, 
Jan. 1, 2013, in Portland.  

Mark Johnson (G05) and 
Kara (Geertz) Johnson (G07), a boy, Luke 
David, Aug. 17, 2012, in Newberg.

Liz (Adams) Rockwood (G07, MA10) and Ryan 

Rockwood (G07), a boy, Parker Lee, Nov. 19, 
2012, in Portland.

Amy (Smith) Alumbaugh (G07) and Bevan 

Alumbaugh (G08), a girl, Elianna Jane, March 
6, 2013, in Greenville, S.C.

Ba By BR U I N S
Ryan Fast (G97) and Erin (Johnson) Fast 

(G99), a boy, Ezekiel Mark, Jan. 23, 2013, in 
Portland.

Norma (Krettler) Alley (G00) and Clinton 
Alley, a boy, Corban Josiah, Jan. 2, 2013, in 
Newberg.

John Macy (G00) and Erin (Hatch) Macy 
(G00), a girl, Brynn Elane, Feb. 3, 2013, in 
Newberg. 

Aaron Meyer (G00) and Tauna Meyer, a boy, 
Miles Douglas, Nov. 27, 2012, in Portland.

Kelsey (Kaopuiki) Mesa 
(G01) and Miguel Mesa, 
a boy, Micah Grant 
Kaikane, Oct. 27, 2012, in 
Vancouver, Wash.   

Serena (Brumund) Taylor 
(G01) and Michael Taylor, 
a girl, Claire Elise, April 
29, 2012, in Salem, Ore.  

Robyn (Chacko) Varghese 
(G01) and Sony Varghese, 
a girl, Norah Joy, Jan. 20, 
2013, in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 

Ron Davis (G02) and Trina 

(Christiansen) Davis (G03), 
a boy, Dane Richard, June 
6, 2012, in Cambridge, 
Mass.   

Amanda (Buss) Hayes (G08) 
and Jared Hayes, a boy, 
William Allen, Jan. 8, 
2013, in Oregon City, Ore.  

Meagan (Brown) Moore 
(G09) and Joel Moore (G09), a boy, Jedidiah 
Courage, Jan. 25, 2013, in Portland. 

Anna (Ward) Philipsen (G09) 
and Josiah Philipsen (G09), 
a boy, Landon Carter, Feb. 
21, 2013, in Salem, Ore. 

Melissa Marley Bonnichsen 
(MDiv10) and Jeremy 
Bonnichsen, a boy, 
Bartimaeus Pryce 
Danger, Nov. 1, 2012, in 
Portland.

Julie (Townsend) Tarbutton (G10) and Matthew 
Tarbutton, a girl, Mayley Grace, March 25, 
2013, in Phoenix.

I N  MeM O Ry
Violet (Braithwaite) Richey (G36), March 26, 
2013, in Newberg.

Marjorie Craven (n44), April 18, 2013 in 
Newberg. 

Hubert ThornburgLandon Carter, Feb. 
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